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What's New?

* From the Time Capsule
* A Churchwide Spark
+ Watching God at Work

Dear Friends,

One of the greatest joys in ministry is seeing God's
hand at work both in the lives of missionaries today
and in the legacy of those who've gone before. | see it
in the faithful churches who continue to support and
encourage their missionaries year after year. | feel it
personally when my own sending church reaches out
and demonstrates genuine care for my family.

Just recently, we had a faithful giver call our office with
a simple, powerful question: “My missionary went home
to be with the Lord. Can you help me find another one to
support?” That kind of faithfulness moves us. It
reminds us that the heartbeat of missions doesn't stop
when a chapter closes. It keeps going as new workers
step forward, and as God's people stay committed to
the mission.

As you read this issue of Connect, | hope you're
encouraged by the ways God is moving. From new
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church plants to revitalized ministries, He is
building His church—and you're a vital part of
that story.

Thank you for partnering with us in this work.

Eoe WHH

Eric Wilmeth,
VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS
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FROM THE TIME CAPSULE
The Memories of
Dr. Michael Peck

—

I CAN SEE SO MANY THINGS IN MY MIND
FROM THE MANY SWEET YEARS OF MINISTRY
HERE AT BAPTIST CHURCH PLANTERS.

| can see my Karen in her JOY Club Director's office, as |
remember vividly the situation into which she stepped
in those early days after we joined the BCP family. |
know I'm biased, but the Lord literally used her to save
the JOY Club ministry. JOY Club grew dramatically in
her time of ministry through her faithful work and the
Lord's blessing.

KAREN PECK

| can picture Dan Hargrave busy working away
encouraging missionaries in their service. John Williams
had an office, but he was often out on the road with the
missionary family. | can see President Little in the
corner office as he was often on the phone with people.
Margi Deeks had an office with the view of the back of
the property. She was my secretary but was readily
available to help with other mission ministries. Across
from her was Doris Reynolds who would be busy with
the President's flight plans and all those little details
that were so critical. Of course, there was Melissa
Brooks, who would become Melissa Blankenship. Missy
was the treasurer and always busy with finances.
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MISSY BLANKENSHIP

| remember Mary Dalzell, the faithful volunteer who
would fill the JOY Club orders, as a loving and devoted
part of the ministry. Several times as snowstorms
approached, we tried to get Mary to go home early.
But she would reply, “What if a JOY Club order came in?"
We tried to convince her that they would either leave a
message or call back.

Once when President Dave was out of the office and |
was next in command as the Vice President, a
snowstorm was nearly upon us. Travel was going to
become difficult, but Mary would not go home. So, two
hours early | closed the office and everyone had to
leave. The staff was delighted. Mary, not so much!
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MARY DALZELL
| can see David Whipple, who was already part of the

BCP team, providing significant leadership in both
ChurchCare and finances. | can also picture Ruth Odle,

who would later join the financial department, and of

course Chip and Karen Wood, who stepped into the JOY
Club ministry after Karen became ill. Bob and Donna

Bennett always brought joy when they returned from
assisting churches or speaking on college campuses.
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LEFT PHOTO: Mike Peck, Doris Reynolds, David Whipple, and David Little
RIGHT PHOTO: Bob and Donna Bennett

Last but not least, | can still “taste and see” those times
of sweet fellowship in the small conference
center/lunchroom where every morning we met for
devotions and prayer time. Around the table we had
Scripture reading, sang a hymn from the hymnal and
prayed for missionaries and local churches. What an
incredible blessing those times were!

As | reflect on all these moments—the people, the
prayers, the daily rhythms of ministry—I find myself
returning to the simple framework of CAPS: Change,
Adjustment, Perspective, and Service. Change isn't
always easy, especially when it's tied to places and
memories that have shaped our lives. But change is
also how God makes room for new growth. Adjustment
reminds us to respond with grace and faith. Perspective
helps us see that each moment matters in God's grand
story for this Mission. And service, above all, calls us to
keep moving forward with joy.

God truly does lead us every step of the way, and He
brings us to each moment in His story “for such a time
as this" As | revisit these memories, | see that more and

more clearly, and for that | am exceedingly thankful.

Be sure to watch for next month's reminiscing about
ministry involvement by one of our former
councilmen and current agreement church pastor.



BCP REVITALIZATION WEEKEND:
“A CHURCHWIDE SPARK."”

Interested in Creative
Giving Options?

Explore tools like charitable gift annuities that allow
you to support missions while planning wisely for
the future.

Email us at bcp@bcpusa.org or call us
at 440.748.1677

The results from just one weekend together:

- New small groups have formed
- A Welcome Center launched
- Personal evangelism was given fresh fervor.

- New guests on Sunday morning said, “This church
feels different.”

WATCHING GOD AT WORK

What does it look like when a church rethinks how it
supports missions—not just financially,
but relationally?

At Slater Baptist Church, a few intentional shifts
turned missionary “support” into gospel partnership.
Their story isn't about doing more—it's about doing it

intentionally, and watching God bless the effort.

Their story is fresh encouragement to any church
looking to foster a deeper connection and partnership
with the missionaries it is supporting.
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